If you enj oyed r eading this issue of Famous Monsters magazine, spread the 
word. Tell your friends to pick up a copy. Work the pop-culture conversation around you 
to include Sci-Fi, fantasy, and horror. Do it so we can cultivate, educate, and ensure 
generations of Monster Kids to come. 
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Heather Langenkamp’s Thoughts on the Death of Wes Craven 


he news of Wes Craven's death on August 30 at the age of 76 took many by surprise. A private man, the prolific 
writer-director-producer had been battling brain cancer out of the public spotlight. The Ohio native’s mantle as a Horror Master 
was built on the foundation of such films as THE LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT, THE HILLS HAVE EYES, SERPENT AND THE 
RAINBOW, SHOCKER, THE PEOPLE UNDER THE STAIRS, and SWAMP THING. It was elevated with the hugely successful 
SCREAM and NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET franchises. And his versatility was demonstrated in his TV work, the thriller RED 
EYE. his segment in the anthology PARIS. JE T’AIME. and his music drama MUSIC OF THE HEART, which guided Mery] Streep 


to yet another Oscar nomination. 

As the heroine Nancy Thompson. Heather 
Langenkamp starred in a total of three installments 
of Cravens NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET 
franchise. two of which he directed. She learned much 
about approaching life from his paternal influence. 
and also got the opportunity to act opposite him in 
NEW NIGHTMARE, 1994's meta, self-referential 


take on the Freddy franchise in which the series stars 
play versions of themselves. 

FM spoke with Heather the day after Craven passed 
away, and she graciously agreed to share her thoughts, 
memories and insights about the venerable filmmaker 
— and her good friend — with you. 


How shall I describe the role Wes 
Craven played in my life? He served 
as my teacher, my champion, my 
confidante. At other times I believed 
him my judge and my captor. But 
always my friend and mentor. I won't 
lie — I sometimes felt uneasy in his 
presence as you do with someone who 
" is smarter, wittier and wiser than you 
are. His success lies in the purity of 
his vision and his proud role as father — not only of a real life wonderful 
family but also as the patriarch of horror. 

I interviewed Wes for a documentary I made called I AM NANCY. I 
made a comment that Nancy never exhibited fear. At the time, Wes sternly 
corrected me, “Here's what I think about her. I don’t think heroes are those 
that are free of fear. I think what a hero is is someone who is willing to face 
fear. Having thought about fear now for 40 years of making movies about 
fear, fear is one of the great evolutionary catalysts. It’s what goads us to 
our next level — that level, where once you're past that fear and you're 
comfortable with it, then you can do something much better than you could 
before.” 

With NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET Wes gave us a potent metaphor 
for the fear we must face as we stumble upon the Freddy Kruegers of our 
world. I feel turbulent waves of the deepest gratitude to Wes Craven. tainted 
with the painful knowledge that I will not be in his presence again. And yes, 
I am humbled by the fact that he picked me to embody that noblest creature. 
Nancy Thompson. If you ask me my favorite line from the series, hands 
down it is, “I'm into survival.” Wes loved that line too 
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